Texas Constitutional Origins and Principles – PROPOSAL
Please keep in mind that the following information is the prompt for your full paper. Your proposal is to be about the information in your final paper. The summary is a brief roadmap as to what you intend on covering in the final paper. The thesis statements should be well crafted and pertinent to the final paper’s prompt. The annotated bibliography sources need to be sources that will support your final paper. This proposal is an opportunity to get to thinking about your paper early, receive meaningful feedback, direction, and assistance from me, and to work out any issues you may have with your research early on. 
Full Paper Prompt:
Understanding the foundation of the state of Texas is important. It helps to put the 1876 Texas Constitution into perspective, explain the rationale as to why certain things were included (or omitted) from the 1876 Texas Constitution, and understand how it intended the government to function. 
For the first part of this paper, you will be providing a brief explanation of the origin and development of the 1876 Texas Constitution. This section of your paper should provide enough detail to clearly demonstrate your understanding of the founding of the formation of the Texas government from 1827 to 1876. You may consider adding in documents or events that helped inform the 1876 Texas Constitution about how to structure the government and what rights to include in the state’s Constitution. This is not meant to be an intricately detailed expose on the history of Texas; but, you do need to be sure that your information is accurate, in the proper chronological order, and your discussion follows a linear progression with well-placed support from scholarly and credible sources. 
For the second part of the paper you will demonstrate your understanding of two principles that are frequently conflated: separation of powers and checks and balances. These two principles are the foundation/cornerstone of how the state government is structured. While these two principles are closely intertwined, they are different principles. The separation of power allows for there be a system of checks and balances. There are three branches of government: the legislative, the executive, and the judicial. Each of the three branches have different roles and responsibilities to the people which creates the separation of powers part. The way that these three branches work with/against one another creates the checks and balances part. You will explain these two principles (separation of powers and checks and balances) and then provide a real-world example from Texas to demonstrate your understanding of each principle. Your real-world examples should be actual occurrences that happened within Texas during the past ten years. These examples can be from Texas court cases, credible news sources, and/or policy issues.
PROMPT
1. Explain the origin and development of the Texas Constitution.
2. Explain separation of powers and provide a Texas based real-world example.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain checks and balances and provide a Texas based real-world example (can be between any branches you choose). 
Credible Sites that may be HELPFUL
https://tarltonapps.law.utexas.edu/constitutions/texas1876
https://texaslegalguide.com/Texas_Constitution:Article_II,_Section_1
https://www.tshaonline.org/home
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/constitution-of-1876
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/texas-legislature
https://lawweb.colorado.edu/profiles/pubpdfs/bruff/BruffTLR.pdf
https://www.texastribune.org/topics/politics/
https://www.texasobserver.org/topics/politics/
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/local/texas-politics/

This proposal must:
1. Contain at least a 200+ original word summary about what your paper will cover.
2. 2 proposed thesis statements.
3. An annotated bibliography with at least 3 MLA formatted peer-reviewed journal sources.

	Category & Points Possible
	Exceeds Standard
	Meets Standard
	Nearly Meets Standard
	Does Not Meet Standard
	No Evidence

	Summary
9 Points
	Summary is well written in academic language, directly addresses the final paper prompt, shows thoughtful attention.
	Summary is well written, addresses some of the final paper prompt.
	Summary is understandably linked to the final paper prompt but fails to explicitly address the prompt. 
	Summary is unrecognizable as address the final paper prompt.
	Summary not present.

	Thesis Statements
10 points (5 each)
	Thesis address all areas of the final paper prompt.
	Thesis addresses some areas of the final paper prompt.
	Thesis addresses few areas of the final paper prompt.
	Thesis is not connected to the final paper prompt.
	Thesis is not present.

	Annotated Bibliography
21 points (7 each)
	Sources are peer-reviewed journal in proper 8th Ed MLA format, contains annotation in original words.
	Sources are peer-reviewed with few errors in 8th Ed MLA format, contains annotation.
	Sources are peer-reviewed, somewhat in 8th Ed MLA format, annotation is brief, unrelated, or copied
	Sources are present but not peer-reviewed, contains little to no annotation.
	Sources are not present.



